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11 SERMONS || 


J. Concerning ſinging Pſalms with 

Devotion and Melody. 

II. Shewing the Indecency and Ir- 
reverence of Sitting at the. ſing- 
ing of ſolemn Praiſes to God. | 
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Sing unto God with the Voice of Meleay, Pal. 
XLVII. 1. 

That ye may with one Mind and one Mouth 
glorify Gd, Rom. XV. 6. 


Canite cum intellectu; non Bacchanti- | | 
um more vocibus incompoſitis, ſed 
cum rectà intelligentia & devora at- 
tentione, Gej. in Pſal. 47.7. 

—— Ut per oblectamenta aurium ani-| | 
mus in affe ctum pietatis aſſurgat, 


Aug. Conf. 10. | 
| 


Cz” 16 Two Parts. 
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Peil. XLVII. 7 

N — Sizg ye Praiſes: with Vnder- 
| ſtanding. 


HIS Divine Book of Pſalms, 
is an excellent Collection 
of devout Hymns, and 

VFHForms of ſolemn Praiſes 

to God; which being inſpired from 

Heaven in their Original, are ſure to 
be well pleaſing and acceptable there 

in their Uſe; and therefore made 

A 2 up 
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up a conſiderable Part of the Jewiſh |} ell 
Liturgy, as it doth of ours. Praif 
It contains the moſt uſeful Po- III 
Arines and Fundamentals of Faith, 4 or. 5 
as well as a moſt copious Matter of } Jy 
divine Meditations. Herein are ſet * to wh 
forth and celebrated all the Divine 
Attributes, and the wonderful Works 7 
of God's Providence over his Church join 
and People. And from this rich God, 
| Treaſury, we may be furniſh'd at . 
all Times with proper Forms for piou. 
cur Devotions, ſuitable to the pre- with 
ſent State of the Church, and to e- 7 
very one's particular Caſe in all E- peſt 
mergencies. So that here we have a and! 
plentiful Provifion- for the Matter of } T 
our Duty; and in the Text, a gene- this 
ral Direction for the Manner of per- Rev 


forming it. 


— Sin ye Praiſes with Under- 


ſtanding. '© g e YN the 
Which comprehends under it the Prai, 
Particulars following. * 1 Si 
I. TheCharge is expreſs, That we our 
ſir 1 : i v7 of b 
II. To ſing Praiſes with Under- and 
ſtanding implies, that we conſider in | 
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well, the Subject and Matter of our 
Praiſes, or, what we ſing. 

III. The Manner of Performance, 
# or, How we ſing. 

IV. The Object of our Worſhip, 
to whom we ing, 


Ife Firft requires, That we all 
join in ſinging Pfalms and Praiſes to 
+ God, in his folemn Worſhip. 

I be Second, That we ſing with 
pious and devout Affections, and 
with due Attention'of Mind. 
The Third, That we do it, to the 
beſt of our Power, with Harmony 
and Melody. 5 
The Fourth requires us to perform 


this holy Exerciſe with a ſuitable 


Reverence, conſidering the glorious 
Object of our Worſni ß. 
| All which we muſt do, to anſwer 
the Charge of the Text, and to fi 
F Praiſes to God with Underſtandins. 
Singing Praiſes to God, implies 
our having a lively and devout Senſe 
of his great Perfections and Benefits, 
and our expreſſing this inward Senſe, 
in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs. | 
POS A 3 Praiſe 
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Praiſe is ſo eſſential a Part of the 
Worſhip -of God, that at is juſti) 
accounted a Piece of natural Religi- 

| on: All Nations conſtantly making 
it one Part of that ſolema Worſhip 
they give unto their Gods. It is a 
more noble and eminent Inſtance of Tacre 

Divine Wor ſhip than Prayer He ſelf, ing 

as anſweting more immediately agd to t 
directly the higheſt End in the. It 
World, the Glory of God; Which that 

certainly. i is à more noble End than ven 
the Good of the Creature. It is an unte 

Angelical Office, and a Taſte of the Us, 

firſt Fruits of Heaven, while we are Eye 
here on Earth. f It is a Service of Qui 


Eternity; for when Prayer and I 
Preaching ſhall ceaſe, Praiſe ſhall con- neg. 
tinue for ever, and be the everlaſt- | loo 


ing Em fle of the bleſſed An- 1nd 


gels and Saints in Tleaven; who, | ſel 

being fix d in à State of unchupge- Þ tha 

able Happineſs, ſhall have ererlaft. in 

ing Occalion of Praiſe and Thank in 

; #% ivin wit 

rennen . 3 Pu 4 f (EL) 
4 Fir all we Nu 8805 En N 
07 what the Bleſſed do love, | : VE 


| 1s that they Ang, and that =D love, 
| Mr. Warter, 4 


ER. 
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1 giving for that Happineſs which they 


everlaſtingly enjoy. 
There is nothing wherein the 


- Church-militant here on Earth, hath 


more Reſemblance to the Church- 


' triumphant in Heaven, than in the 


ſacred and harmonious Way of ſing- 
ing Hallelujahs, and folemn Praiſes 
to the Glory and Honour of God. 
It highly concerns us therefore, 
that we rightly perform this hea- 
venly Exerciſe; and, in order there- 
unto, it will be of important Uſe to 


us, in each Particular, to have an 


Eye to the Pattern of the heavenly 
Quire. 5 ? 
15, For the Conviction of ſuch 
negligent and indevout Perſons, as 
look upon this holy Office with ſuch 
Indifferency, as not to concern them- 


7 - ſelves at all therein; 1 ſhall ſhew, 
that we are all rnanimonſly to join 


in ſinging Pſalms and Praiſes to God 


in his folemn Worſhip; that we may 


with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify 

God, Rom. XV. 16. Bak 
The Deſign, of uſing vocal Prayer 

or Praiſe in the Congregation, is not 


to make Him that planted the, Ear, 


A 4 hear; 


— 9 — 
4 
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hear; but that our own Affection 


may be united by it, and that the 


w hole Congregation may join in one 
common Addreſs of Praycr, or Praiſe Þ 
to Gd. 

The firſt certain Piece of ſolemn 
. Worſhip recorded _ the I- 


raelites; is a Form of Praiſe, ſuns in 1 
Part by the Men and Women, after 


their Deliverance from the ÆAgypt i- 


ans, Exod. XV. which became after- 4 


ward the conſtant Uſage of that 
Church, Ezr. III. 10. 


And that none may think them- | 


; ſelves excus d from this Duty, the 
holy Pfalmiſt calls upon all Degrees, 
Ages, and Sexes of Mankind, to 4 


join in the ſolemn Praiſes of God, 
Pſal. CXLVIII. Kings of the Earth, 


and all People; Princes, and all Judge: 


of the Earth; young Men and Mais, 


old Men and Children, Ppraif ethe Nine 1 


of the Lord. 


Tis the Charge of God by the. 
Month of the Pfalmiſt, that all Man- f 


kind ſhould praiſe their great and 


glorious Creator: Praiſe God in his 
Senttuary. — And let every Thing that 


hath Breath, praiſe the Lord, Pſal. CL. 


\ 


Nor 


7A 


&ions || 
ft the 


none 


Praiſe 0 


wlemn 
Ie I 4 
uns in 
after 
Ob- 
a fter- * 
that 
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Nor is he worthy to enjoy the Breath 
of Life, that will not exerciſe that 
Breath, to praiſe his bountiful Crea- 
tor that gave both it, and all other 
Bleſſings he enjoys. mk 
was a grateful and pious Reſo- 
lution of the Son of Sirach, the Lord 
hath given me a Tongue, and I will 

raiſe him therewith, Ecclus LVII. 22. 

Tis the Character of dumb Idols, to 
haue Mouths, and ſpeak not; but of e- 
very good Mat, to ſpeak of God's Ho- 
nour, and to ſing of his Praiſe. in his: 
holy Temple, Plal. XXIX. 9. | 
— fa this Reſpect it is, that holy 
David ſo often calls his Tongue, his. 
Glory; becauſe the Tongue is the 
ehief Inſtrument of glorifying God, 
and was made principally, for that 
End: And they are never ſo. much: 
our Glemy, as when we ſo employ 
them in Praiſing and Glorifying our- 
Creator. $16 4 BR; 

So under the New-Teſtament, the 
Apoſtles and ſirſt Chriſtians join d in 
the Uſe of Pfſalms, as a conſtant Part 
of Divine Worship: and St. Paul? 
blames the Corinthians for not having 
thi Pſalm all together; that is, for not 
RY Oo Pin- 


— 
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joining in it, that all the Congrega- 41 
tion might attend one and the ſame anit 
part of divine Service at the fame MF Wo 
Time, 1 Cer. XIV. 26. In like manner ſent 


he exhorts the Fpheſians and Coloſſians, that 
Eph. V. 19. Col. III. 16. To join in Hall 
the Uſe of Pſalms, and Hymis, and the 
ſpiritual Songs. | 


The primitive Chriſtians were fo 3 I. 
full of Zeal and Devotion, that they Patt 
would have taken it for a grievous in H 
Oppreſſion, to have been reſtrain'd we f 
from hearing a Part in the Praiſes of in tl 
the Church; and, whilſt the primi- John 
tive Zeal continued, they never fail- Man 
ed to take their Part vocally in the 4 lou 
folema Worſhip. Cod 


So St. Jerom writes, that there to the 
was, in his Time, a peculiar Order of 7 noth 
Singers for ſetting the Tunes, and Kev. 
ordering the manner of ſingina, both of m 
Pfalms and other Hymns, in che great 
Church, who began the Tune, and . Song 
then the whole Congregation follow- unde 
ed, and ſung Pfalms and Haltelujahs 7 ces; a 
ſo loud, that they made tlie guilded Leal 


Roofs of the Church even ſhake and moni 
etcoho again, © 2114 255.14 the 
LA 3640300 2039402 .44.7 354. bis are & 


9 Com, Eph 5, Epitaph. Jabielæ. 
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In thoſe devouter Ages of Chriſti- 


anity, the Confluence to the Publick 


* 
7 


Worſhip was ſo great, and the Con- 
ſent of Heart and Voice ſo univerſal, 


that 'tis recorded of them, that the 
* Hallelvjahs of the Church were like 
the Noiſeof many Waters, and their 
* Amen like Thunder. 


Let us now 105k to our heavenly 


; Pattern, and ſce how the Doctrine 
in Hand- accords with it; and there 


we find the holy Angels all joining 


in the Praiſes of God ; of whom St. 
John ſam a; Herr Multitide, whom no 
Alan tould number, which cry d with. 
a loud Voice, ſaying, Salvation to our 
Cod which ſitteth upon the Throne, and 


to the Lamb, 
| nother Viſion of the heavenly Quire;' 


Rev. VII. 10. And in a- 


3 Rev. XIV. He heard a Voice as the Voi 


— 


of many Water), and af the Voice of 
great Thunder; nd they ſing 4 new 
to before the Throws of God: Which 
eniably argues both united Voi- 
vehement Fervor of their 
Zeal and De votibn. Theſe Teſti- 


# monies are the more conſiderable to 
the preſent Purpoſe, "becauſe' they 


\ are allo prophetick Repreſentations' 


b 


of 
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of the Service to be perform'd to 
God in the Chriſtian Church. 
Phe proper Application whereof, 
I ſhall give you in the Words of the 
Conſtitutions, call d Apoſtolical. As 
the holy Angels in Heaven gloriſy God 
with Confort and united Vuices; ſo all 
Men en Earth, with one Mouth and one 
Mind: ſhould glorify the one true God. 
They all, as you have heard, (in 
the forecited Places, and in many o- 
thers that might be added) conſtant- 
ly. bear their Parts, and devoutly join 
18..celebrating the Praiſes rof God; 


and ſo:ſhall all undoubtedly that ſhall. 
be admitted into the heavenly Quire. 


+ Let. us all begin then ſo to do, in 
this militant Part of the ſame Church 
here; below. By this we ſhall accu- 
ſtom our ſelves to the Employment 
of the next World ; for Heaven is a 
Life of Devotion and Praiſe ; there 
we ſhall continually ſee God, and ſing 
eternally Hallelnjahs to Him; and 


nothing more diſpoſes and qualifies 4 


us for the Society of the Bleſſed, than 
to have our Hearts devontly aſfected, 
881 Teapy | tyun' d to the Praiſes of © 
& Aubin 1 N 


2 
„ 99 
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King David thought it no Diſpa- 
ragement to his Royal Character to lay 
out his Time, and Study, and Strength, 
in compoſing Pſalms for the ſolemn 


- Worſhip of God, and to preſide him- 


ſelf, and join in the Conſort. And 
is this heavenly Exerciſe become now 
ſo contemptible a Thing, and look d 
upon with ſuch Indifferency, that few 
take Care to join in it, and fewer to 
perform it with any Reverence or 
Underſtanding ! A ſad Preſage of a 
dying Zeal and Devotion. 
Every pious and devout Perſon ac- 
counts it, with holy David, a joyful 
and pleaſant Thing to ſing Praiſes unto 
God : Tis the pleaſanteſt Part of all 
Piety, and therefore it is to be the 
Employment ot Heaven; and they 
that can take no Pleaſure therein, 


are Strangers to the Joys of bleſſed 


cy and unfit for the Society of An- 
els. | . 

8 The Nature of publick Worſhip 
DERRY it be vocal and audible; 
and when we pray, that God would 
open our Lips ; tis a mocking the Al- 
mighty, except we-intend, that our 
Mouth ſhall. ſue m forth his Praiſe. © © 
Nor 
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Nor is it ſufficient that we barely 
ſing ; but to ſing with a right Un- 
derſtanding of what we do, requires, 
II. That, when we ſing Praiſes to 
God, we do it with pions and devour 
Affections, and with due Attention of 

Mind. Loon; | 

God is à Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth; they muſt join the inward: 

— Devotion of the Mind to all their 
outward Performances. 

: True Devotion requires a due Con- 
currence of the Underſtanding and 
Affect ions; the ſincere Elevation of 
the Spirit, being the Life of all our 
Pſalmody, even that Half which 
makes the whole accepted ; without 
which, the Tongnes of Men or An- 
gels are but lite ſounding. Braſs," or a 
tinkling Cymbal. But where the De- 
votion of the Heat concuxs with the 
Melody of the V theres the Praiſe 
of Angels, and the Aſuſief dt Heaven. 

In order hereunto, theßſ is ſome 
Preparation neceſſary before we be- 
gin. The Apprehenſion of the Great- * 

neſs of God, and the Recollection ot 4. 
his Goo and Mercies, mult.diſ. 3 þ 

— 4 a 


rely 
Un- 
res, 
S tG 
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poſe our Hearts: to Reverence and 


2 Thankfulnefs ; and this will fix the 
Attention of our Minds; as well as 
inflame our Affections-. | 


King David therefore, the great 


1 Maſter of this holy Exerciſe, being 
about to celebrate the Praiſes of God 


upon his Harp; firſt takes Care to 


ſet his Heart in Tune, and to have 


that devoutly affected with the di- 
vine Mercy and Goodneſs, Pſal. LVII. 
7, 8. My Heart is fix d; or, as the 
Word properly ſignifies, prepar' d; 0 
God, my Hcart is prepar d; I will ſing 


and give Praiſe; awale up my Glory, 


awake Lute and Harp. I will praiſe 
thee, O Lord, among the People : I will 
ſing unto Thee among the Nations; for 
thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens. 
and thy Frith unto the Clouds. An 

Fſal. LXVIII. 26. He calls upon all 


others to do the like. Give Thanks, 


O Iſrael, unto God the Lord, in the Con- 


 gregations, from the Ground of the Heart. 


Our Hearts and Tongues muſt he 
perfect Uniſons, and move together, 
which the Apoſtle expreſſes by ſinging 
and making Melody in our Hearts; and 
ſtaging with Grace in our Hearts ;to the 
d Lerd, 


N 
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well ſoever we ſing, we make no 
Melody to the Lord, unleſs our Hearts 


join in the Conſort; but a Soul breath- 


ing forth it ſelf out of an ardent Af- 
fect ion in holy Hymns, is the Melody 
of Angels. The heavenly Angels, that 
are pur Pattern, ſing with Purity of 
Intention, a devout Application, and 
with perfect Underſtanding; and the 
nearer our Worſhip of God comes 
to this heavenly Pattern, the more 
5575 it is, and rhe more accepta- 
le to his divine Majeſty ; to which 
our bleſſed Lord directs us to have a 
conſtant Regard, when he taught us 
to pray, That God's Will may be 
done by us on Earth, as it is by his 
holy Angels in Heaven. 
We ſhould therefore raiſe our 
Hearts to as high a Pitchof Devotion, 
in Imitation of the heavenly Quire, 
as our preſent Diſtance, and the Frail- 
ty of our mortal Nature will permit. 
And ſurely, it will mightiſy exalt 


our Affections, and ſtir us rp to the 


moſt vigorous Devotion, if we con- 
ſider, (What will more plainly ap- 


1 17 


1 


Lord, Eph. V. 19. Col. III. 16. How 3 12 


An 
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Pear hereafter) with whom we 
How ; fing and praiſe God, even with the 


e no Angels that are preſent in our Aſ- 
earts + ſemblies,as well as all the Company of 
cath» '® Heaven above. "3 

t Af- Now as we ſing with them, let us 


lody endeavour to ſing like them, with pi- 


that -ous and devout Affections, and with a 


ty of ſeraphick Spirit. But if the Ardor of 
and our Devotion cannot riſe to the ſame 
the Note; yet let the Sincerity of our 
mes Endeavour keep us in an agreeable 
ꝛore Key. In order to attain this, we 
Pta- muſt frame our Minds and Affections 
nich to the Purport and Importance of 
ve a the Pſalms, and ſo accommodate 
t us them to our ſelves, as to make them 
be become really the genuine Expreſſi- 
his ons and Devotions of our own 
X81 Hearts, by w#derſtanding and conſi- 
our dering well what we ſing. 

om III. To advance a Step nearer to 
ire, the Pattern of the heavenly Quire, 
alls and the Purport and Direction of the 
ut. Text, ye muſt, to the beſt of our 
alt Power, ſing Praiſes to God in his 
the folemn Worſhip, with Harmony 
on- and Melody, with Underſtanding , 
ap- | x Sing 
4 a — 


4 1 econd Germs 
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paraphraſes the Text. 


Wherein we make the beſt Uſe of 4 


that Gift of Speech, which was given 
us to expreſs our Thoughts by Arti- 
culate Voice, exciting our own and 
- others Affections, the more ferveint- 
ly to celebrate the Praiſes of our 
dountiful Creator. 

The Apoſtle exhorting to the 
Uſe of Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpi- 
ritual Songs, bids us ſins with Melo- 


dy; agreeably to the Direction of the 
holy Pſalmiſt, in the firſt Verſe of the 


Pſalm before us, Sing unto God with 
the Voice of Melody. 

We are bound to ſerve God, as well 
as we are able, with the beſt that we 


have, both for Matter and Manner 


and to offer him a leſs perfect Ser- 
vice, When 'tis in our Power to do 
better, is to offer him the Blind and the 
Lame : Which Offerings, tho? He 
. will accept them at the Hands of ſuch 
as can offer no better; yet if they are 
offer d by ſuch as can offer much 
better, we may rationally conclude, 
He will reject them with Indignati- 
| on, 


44 Sing Praiſes alilfuly to kis moſt ex- 
4 cellent Majeſty, as Bilhop Patrick 
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on, as à Sleight, and an Affront to 


his moſt adorable Majeſty. .:... 
Conſider then, Whether we ought 


not to uſe ſome Care and Endeavour 
to have our Voices regulated, to ſing 
Praiſes to God, to the beſt of our 
Power, with Melody and Harmony; 


that we may ſing the Pſalms of the 


* * 


get Plalnuſt of Irael, after his Pat- 


tern; of whom St. Auguſt ine gives this 


Character: David mas eminent ly 


ill d in compoſing: Pſalms, and lov d 
muſical Harmony, not from the ſen ſual 


Pleaſure, ſuch as Men commanly take 
in Muſick ;" but with a devout and holy 
Mill, and Deſire. of glorifying God 


thereby; agreeably to what is record- 
ed of him in holy Scripture. 

The beſt and moſt excellent Being 
is to he ſerv d with the beſt and moſt 
excellent Operations of our Faculties, 


whom it becomes us to ſerve, not 


only with our Nature, but our Skill 
and Underſtanding. 

Harmony and Melody are of great 
Uſe and Efficacy, both to compoſe 


the Aﬀettions, and to excite Devoti- 


on in the ſolemn Worſhip of God. 
1 The 


| + De Civit,Dib, J. 17. 6. 14. 


* 
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The Soul of Man is natnrally delight- 
ed with Melody; and the animal 


Impreſſions they receive from the 

muſical Sounds. Hence it is, that 

Melody and muſical Airs do pleafe 

and excite the Affections; but ill Ca- 

_— and harſh Diſcord are offen- 
Ve. 

« The very Harmony of Sounds 
(faith the Learned and Judicions Mook- 
er ) being rightly fram'd and car- 
* ried from the Ear to the ſpiritual 
« Faculties of our Souls, is, by a 
c native Puiſſance and Efficacy, great- 
&« ly available to bring to a perfect 
« Temper whatſoeyer is there trou- 
e bled; apt as well to quicken the 
cc Spirits, as to allay that which is too 
« eager; Sovereign againſt Melan- 
c choly and Deſpair, forcible to 
« draw forth Tears of Devotion, if 
« the Mind be ſuch as can yield 
«© them, and abte to move and to 
« moderate all Affect ions. 

Whereof we have Two remark- 
able Inſtances in the holy Scripture : 


+ Ec. Pol. B. 5. 


The 


* N 4 ul 
Spirits, which ſerve to excite the Af- 


fections, move in Conformity to the 


that 
Ca- 


Took - 
0 ar- 


eat - 
fect 
rou- 
the 
1 
lan- 
to 
if 
eld 
to 
rk- 
Ire : 
The 
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The one is in 1 Sam. XVI. when an e- 
vll Spirit from the Lord troubled Saul; 
eAf- 7 . | 
vants, (who, from their Learning 
and Experience, well knew both the 
Power of Muſick, and the Nature of 
his Diſtemper) advisd the King, 
that a Man ſhould be ſought out, who 
was a cunning Player on a Harp; 
and it ſhall come to paſs, fay they, 
when the evil Spirit from God is 
upon Thee, that he ſhall play with 
bis Hand, and thou ſhalt be well: 


his Phyſicians, * call d there his Ser- 


Whereupon Dævi being recommend- 


ed for his excellent Skill upon the 


Harp, the King ſends for him, and the 
Succeſs anſwered their Judgments; 
for Yer. 23. When the evil Spirit was 
upon Saul, David took an Harp, and 
play'd with his Hand; ſo Saul was re- 

freſhed, and was well, and the evil Spirit 
departed from bim 

'Tis thought that Saul's Diſtemper 
was a deep Melancholy, even to Mad- 
neſs, which the Devil, by divine 
Pcrmiſſion, made uſe of to torment 
him. -þ For. whoſe evil Purpoſes of 
tempting, vexing and inciting' Men 
CPA, | 13 gt | 6-44 0 

* Vide $ynop. Crit. in le. I Lap. in Ive, 
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to Envy, Anger, and Deſpair ; there's 
none ſo fit in the whole Body as this 
black Humour; for it caſtsa black 
Cloud over the Fancy and Veil | 
tion; and thro' that black Vei * c 
Things ſeem diſmal and horrid ; and = 


then the evil Spjrix makes uſe of 

this to drive Men into frightful Ap- | | 

prehenſions, Hatred, and Murder. J 
Now the "Agrecableneſs of Muſick RK : 


to humane Nature, and the charming 


Harmony of Dauid's Harp, exhila- 


rated the Mind of Saul, puta lively 
Motion into his animal Spirits, and 
ſo diſſipated that black Cloud; And 
this * Diſpoſition, the In- 
ſtrument which the eril 1 5 usd 
to afflict him, being remov d, the Af- 
flict ion ceas d; == ſo, as in the Text, 
Saul mas refreſb'd, and was well, ad 
the evil Spirit def parthd from him. 
The other HERS 18, 2 Kings III. 
15. When the Three Kings, Fe, 4 
FJehoſaphat, and the King of Edom, 
diſtreſsd for want of Water, with 


their Armies, e to 
the Prophet Eliſha. Becauſe the Spirit 


of Prophecy was not always preſent 
with the Prophets, ſo as to deliver O- 


racles when they pleas d; and * 
e 


. 
- 
j 


& 


ö 
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the Prophet's Mind was diſturb'd, 
both with Sorrow fer the Departure 
of Elijah, and Indignation againſt the 
4 Sins of Jehoram; and the Spirit of 
God, or of Prophecy, reſts not but 
on a calm ſedate Mind, whoſe Paſſi- 
ons are allay'd, according to the Ob- 
ſſervation of the ancient Jews. 


The Prophet therefore calls for a 


Minſtrel ta compaſe his Mind; and 


it came to paſs when the Minſtrel 
plaid, that the Hand of the Lord came 
por: him, and then he propheſied 


both a Supply of Water and Victory. 


That the Prophet might be pre- 
pared to receive a tivite Revelation, | 
it was fit his Mind ſhould be com- 
pos d, and in a devout Temper lift- 
ed up to God; for this End, he call- 
ed for a Levite (according to the 
Critics on the Place) to play and ſing 
before him the Praiſes of God, from 
the Pſalms of David. Both vocal 
and inſtrumental Muſick being uſed 
to excite Devotion; and by the Pro- 
Der here, to compoſe and prepare 

is Mind for a divine Communicati- 
on. The Diſpoſition of the Soul de- 
pending much upon the Temper Zo 
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the Body, it muſt needs be that, ac- 


cording to the right Temper or Diſ- 
order thereof, a Man is more or 


leſs diſpos'd to, and fit for divine 
Offices. 


The great Efficacy of Muſick to 


this Purpoſe, made the ancient Phi- 
loſophers account it an Invention of 
the Gods, to ſoften the natural Paſ- 
ſibns of Men, and to move the Afſe- 
ions to Virtue. Hence Plato ad- 
viſes, that the Inſtructers of Youth 
teach them Muſick, to regulate the 
Motions of the Soul. And Pyrhago- 
ras, to calm the Paſſions, and com- 
poſe the Mind, made his Diſciples 
in and end the Day with it. 
"Muſical Harmony 1s alſo a-uſeful 
Aſſiſtant to Devotion, by raiſing our 
Spirits to ſuch a rapturous Frame, 
as enables us to praiſè God with the 
greater Fervency and Elevation of 
Soul. - An Example whereof we 
have im St. Augzſtine, | who thus 
confeſſes to God the Tranſports of 


his Devotion, from the raviſhing | 


Harmony of the Church. O how 1 


wepe 


— 6. 


f Confeſſ. J. 9. Ce 6, 


Schools of the Prophets, 1 Sam. X. 
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weßt at thy Hymns and Songs, being 


raviſh'd at the Voices of thy ſweet- 


* ſounding Church! Thoſe ſweet Voices 
did pierce my Ears, and thy Truth di- 


filled into my Heart, and from thence 


I felt my ſelf inflan'd with Piety and 


Devotion. 


But to return to the holy Oracles 
of God: We find in the ancient 


4 5. 2 Kings II. 3. That they apply'd 


75 [4 
* 


= + Corn, Laps in Loc, 


themſelves not only to the Study of 


the Law, but alſo to vocal and in- 
F ſtrumental Muſick, for ſinging the 
> Praiſes of God, - where they are 


ſaid to prophecy, from ſinging pro- 
phetick and inſpir'd Hymns. * 

The Royal Prophet alſo, the Man 
after God's own Heart, appointed the 
Uſe of muſical Inſtruments in the 
ſolemn Worſhip of God, as Cymbals, 
Pſalteries, and Harps, 1 Chron. XVI. 
which is ſaid to be according to the 
Commandment of David, and of Gad the 
King sSeer, and Nathan the Prophet. And, 
to put it beyond all Objection, this 

B is 


_ _ „ 


f * Torniellus. 


i } 
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1s ſaid to be the Commandment of the 
Lord by his Prophets, 2 Chron. XXIX. 
25. and 2 Chron. V. the Lord him- 7? 
ſelf expreſſes his Approbation of 
ſuch Muſick, in the Uſe of Pſalms 
and Hymns, in his ſolemn Worſhip. : 
For as the Levites, which were the Sing- F 
ers, being arrayd in white Linnen, 
ſtood with Cymbals, and Pſalteries, 4 
and Harps , — It came to paſs as 
they made one Sound to be heard in 
praiſing and thanking the Lord; and 
when they lifted up their Voice with 
the Inſtruments of Muſick, and praiſed 
the Lord; in Token of his Divine 
Pleaſure and Approbation, *tis ad- 
ded, The Glory of the Lord filled the 
Houſe of God. | : 
The Son of Syrach alſo ſpeaking * 
of the Practice of the Jewiſh Church 
in his Time, ſays, The Singers ſang ; 
Praiſes with their Voices, with great 
Variety of Sounds was there made ſweet 
Melody, Ecclus L. Ina Word, the 
whole Book of Pſalms was compos'd, 
and ſet to be ſung with Variety of 
muſical Inſtruments. Pſalmody is 
recommended to us alſo from the 
Example of our Bleſſed Lord. St. 
Matth. 
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f the Math. XXVI. 30. where we find the 
XIX. holy Jeſus ſinging an Hymn with 
him. his Diſciples, a little before bis 
n of , paſſion. And doubtleſs it was with 
ſalms *? ch Melody and Sweetneſs, as be- 
rſnip· came that ſacred Mouth, which had 
Sing- no Imperfection, to give a Check to 
innen, the Skill of the Singer. 

feries, And to this Day, the Dutch and 
4s 45 French Proteſtants have all the Pſalms 


ard in and other Hymns ſet to Muſick : 


3 and And in moſt Reform'd Churches all 
0 with over Europe, where they can beat 
praiſt ea the Charge of them, they have Or- 
DIVINE gans, as in Heſſe, in Holland, in Zwit- 
IS ad- Lerland, in the Palatinate, and all 
led the oyer Gemany. | : 
For if we are to praiſe God with 
caking Melody, then a grave and ſolemn 
-hurch 2 Muſick, (ſuch as the Organ) which 
rs ſang is uſeful to govern the Melody, and 
b great alſo to advance it, is a proper and 
le ſweet "Fſnitable Attendant on this Part of 
1d, the Divine Service. * 
nposd, So that Singing, properly ſo call d, 
riety of that is, with Harmony and Melody; 


10dy is B 2 affect - 
Om the — — — — — 
rd. St. + See Dr. Durell's View of the Foreign 
Matth. Cbure bes. 
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affecting the Soul with ſuch Rap- 7? 4 
tures of holy Joy and Devotion, of 
has been judg'd the moſt proper 
Way of Celebrating the Praiſes of ed 
God, by the univerſal Conſent and 
Practice of the Church in all Ages. 
To which I ſhall not need to add 
more, than to ſhew the Conformity 
thereof, to our Pattern of the hea- 
venly Quire, (the beſt Exemplar 
we can propoſe for our ſolemn Devo- 
tions here on Earth) whom we find 
conſtantly ſinging the Praiſes of God, 
with muſical Harmony and Melody, 
Rev. V. 8. In the Viſion of the Twenty 
Four Elders round the Throne of God, 
they are repreſented to be every one Ven 


; _ q 1 . ; % 2 1 
acl... r „ a 
a 
2 


Q 
A] 
* 


N 


of them ſinging with Harps in their har 
Hands. Again, Rev. XIV. 2. Iheard Ski! 
from Heaven, ſaith St. John, the Voice Exec 
of Harpers, harping with their Harps, 4 Ons; 
aud ſinging before the Throne of Go; wg 


and Chap. XV. in another Viſion, he 
ſaw in Heaven a zealotis Multitude bur! 
noted by 4 Sea of Glaſs, mingled wit) 

Fire) having the Harps of Gol in their 3 uch 
Hands, (that is, ſuch as were wont 
to be uſed in the Temple, calPd the 
muſical Inſtruments of Ga, 1 ney 
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= 
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f. 


Rap- 
rotion, 
Pro 

ſes! of 
nt and 
| Ages. 
to add 
Ormity 
je hea- 
>mplar 
Devo- 
ve find 
f God, 
elody, 
Twenty 
f God, 
ry one 
n their 
T heard 


e Voice 3 


Harps, * 
F Gol: 1 
on, he 
ed with 
1 their 


wont 
Pd the 
Chron. 


| XVI. 


« 


** 29 * "I TY 128 | *. 9 
E at mind oils. l W p 


The Devout Pſalmodiſt. 29 


XVI. 42.) and they ſung the Song of 
Moſes, the Servant of God, and the Song 


of the Lamb. 


From which we are again inſtruct- 
ed, when we ling Praiſes to God, 
to do it with Underſtanding. Non 
bacchantium more vocibus incompoſitis, 
Cc. as a LearnedCommentator on the 

ext. Not as Revellers, with con- 
fus'd Noiſe ; but with Melody, with 
competent Skill in Pſalmody; and (if 
it may be) with ſuch muſical Airs, 
as may both compoſe and elevate 
the Spirits of our ſelves and others. 

Thus it appears, that ſinging with 
Melody and Harmony, is the moſt 
Genuine, the moſt ancient and hea- 
venly Way of praiſing God: A 
harſh untunable Singing, without 
Skill or Underſtanding, having no a- 
greeable Influence upon the Affecti- 
ons, cannot ſo uſefully miniſter to 
Devotion. 

Finally, Let us ever remember, that 
our Melody in ſinging, be accompanied 
with pions and devoutAffections, with 
{uch Attention and Purity of Mind, 
with ſuch Harmony and Sweetneſs of 

3 . Tem- 
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Temper, as may render our Wor- 
ſhip a true Emblem and Foretaſte of 
the Joys of Heaven, (then may we 
entertain our ſelves with that Joy 4 
in God, which is the moſt refin'd 
Sort of Delight we can enjoy on 
Earth,) that, from praiſing God to 
the beſt of our Power, in this militant 
and imperfe&t State, we may be 
tranſlated to ſing eternal Hallelujahs 
in the glorious Quire of the Church 
triumphant in Heaven; thro the 
Merits of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt : To whom, &c. 
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c Pſal. XLVII. 7. 
| ==. Sing ye Praiſes with Under- 
"71 ſtanding. 


S our great and bountiful 
Creator hath beſtowed up-- 
on us the noble and di- 

| ſtinguiſhing Faculties of 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, ſo he 

The 7 juſtly requires, (as the chief End: 
for which they were given us) that 

we. ſhould exert them to his Glory, 

B; 4. in 
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in his Worſhip and Service. The ve- | 
getative and irrational Part of the ed 


| Creation, are ſaid to praiſe God, as CO1 
manifeſt Inſtances of his Almighty wo 
Power and Providence. But Man is, thi 
as it were, the Prieſt of the viſible 3% yet 
Creation, to offer up directly the rio 
Praiſes of all the Creatures, to the we 
great Lord and Creator of the ou 
whole; being the only Creature, in egrc 
this lower World, that is formed an 
with a Capacity of Judgment and foi 
Conſideration, and conſequently of co 


worſhipping and praifing God with ge 
Underſtanding, —— The Duty in- an 
joind by the holy Pſalmiſt in the T] 


Text. Sing ye Praiſes nith Vnder- 
ſtanding ;, which obliges us, to 
| wi 
I. Unanimouſly to join in ſinging it, 
Pſalms and Praiſes to God, in his ſo- 7? wi 
lemn Worſhip. un 


II. To ſing with pious and de vout ar 
Affections, and with due Attention 


III. To do it, to the beſt of our th 
Power, with Melody and Harmony. of 
IV? With due Reverence. th 
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Of the Three former, I have treat- 
ed in the foregoing Diſcourſe, and 
come now to handle the IVrh, viz.. 
IV. That we ought to perform 
this holy Exerciſe with a ſuitable Re- 
yerence, ſeriouſly conſidering the glo- 
rious Object of ourWorſhip, to whom 
we ſing, and offer up the Sacrifice of 
our Praiſes; and that 1s, to the 
great Lord and Creator of Heaven 
and Earth ; before whom, with pro- 
found Reverence, the holy Seraphims 
cover their Faces, and all the An- 
gels and Saints of Heaven fall down, 
and caſt their Crowns before his. 
Throne. 

This Conſideration will oblige us: 
to ſing Praiſes to his Divine Majeſty, 
with Reverence ; and the Neglect of 
it, diſcovers that we do not do it 
with Underſtanding; that we neither 
underſtand, nor conſider what we 
are doing. 

If we conſider'd the infinite Di- 


ſtance between God and our ſelves, 


the tranſcendent Glory and Majeſty 
of the Great Lord and Sovereign of 
the World, and our ſelves, vile and 
ſintul Worms; it muſt needs im- 

B 5 print 
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print an awful Reverence on our 
Minds, in all ſolemn Acts of Wor- 


ſhip. God is not pleasd with tbe 


Sacrifice of Fools; it is a reaſonable 
Service He requires, that Men con- 
ſider what they do, and whom they 
worſhip. 

Publick Worſhip is an external 
Signification of the Reyerence and 
Devotion of the Mind; therefore all 
publick. Duties of Religion ought 
to carry with *em ſuch viſible Marks 
and Teſtimonies of Honour and Re- 
verence, as are correſpondent to the 
inward Reverence of our Minds, and 
to the Glorious Majeſty of that Great 
God whom we worſhip. 

The pious and venerable Author 
of The whole Duty of Man, (Chap. 2. 
§. 11, of that excellent Book) reck- 
oning up the Religions Duries that 
we owe immediately nnto God, par- 
ticularly mentions the Honouring of 
Him, and thus explains it. „It 1s. 
« the paying him fuch a Reverence 
« and Reſpect, as belongs to ſo 
% Great a Majeſty ; and that is ei- 


« ther inward or outward ; the in- 


© ward, is the exalting him in our” 
Hearts, 
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e and moſt excellent Eſteem of 


* 


& rence of our Souls; aud may 


e pay him ſome Tribute from 


„ him: Theoutward, is the mani-- 

“ feſting and ſhewing forth that in- 
#< ward, (Chap. 5. 5. 25.) by ſuch 
c humble and reverent Geſtures in 
“ our Approaches to God, as may 


both expreſs the inward Reve- 


alſo: 
Our. 


c very Bodies, with which the Apoſtle 
© commands us to glorify God, as 


welt 


ce as with our Souls, 1 Cor. VI. 20. 


The inward Reverence of 


Mind, I have already treated of, 
der the Second Head. That which 
I now inſiſt on, is, the outward 


yerence of the Body; that we 


the. 
un- 


Re- 
Per- 


form this eminent Part of Divine 
Worſhip, in a proper and reverent- 


Poſture of Worſhip. 
And what that is, we ſhall 


beſt 


learn from the holy Scripture, the 
moſt authentick Record of the Di- 
vine Will, and the ſüreſt Guide in 
his Worſhip. Which I ſhall examine. 


under the following Enquiries.. 


1f, 1: 
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Iſt, 1 fhall enquire what Poſture 4 
of Reverence was appointed and 
usd, in ſinging Pſalms and Hymns 


of Praiſe, -in the Church of God 
under the Old Teſtament. 

2dly, What Poſture of Reverence 
is propos'd to us, for our Imitation, 


under the New, by the Practice of ; 


the -holy Angels in the heavenly 
Quire. 


the Obligation and Reaſonableneſs 
of our Conformity to theſe Authen- 


tick Examples. Suppoſing all the 


while, that I am reaſoning with ſuch 
as profeſs to make the holy Scri- 
ptures the Rule and Standard of 
their Practice. There are ſome inad- 
vertent Perſons in moſt Congregati- 
ons who perform this holy Office of 
Divine Worſhip, as if it had nothing 
init Divine, Or that related to God, 
or his Worſhip, with ſuch Indecency 
and Irreverence, as too plainly dil. 
covers, they little regard, either what, 
or hom, or to whom they ſing. For 
the rectifying of this Abuſe, and re- 
covering a due Regard and Reve— 
rence to this heavenly Exerciſe; 

iff, I 


> ix 
_ 


3aly, I ſhall from thence infer 3 
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ture 1, I ſhall enquire what Poſture of 
and 3 Reverence was appointed and uſed 
7mns in ſinging Pſalms and Hymns of 
Jod, Praiſe, in the Church of God, un- 


der the Old Teſtament. And here 

we find the Royal Prophet, by whom 
tion, the Spirit of the Lord ſpake, (2 Sam. 
e of XXIII. 2.) appointing the Levites, in 
renly the ſolemn Mela of God, to ſtand 
every Morning to thank and praiſe the 


infer 3 Tord; and alſo at Even, I Chron. 
enefſss XXII. 30. Which Rule was obſery- 
hen- 3 gd in the Temple afterward built by 

the Solomon; as we read, 2 Chron. V. 12. 
ſuch The Levites, which were the Singers, 
Scri- — being arrayd in white Linnen, did 
d of 7} ftand at the Eaſt End of the Altar, 
nad- 3 and with them, an Hundred and Twen= 
gati- iy Prieſts, ſounding with Trumpets; 
ce of and as the Trumpeters and Singers were 
hing 483 one, to make one Sound to be heard 
God, in praiſing and thanking the Lord, God 
ency ſignified his Approbation, by filling 
dil. the Houſe wich a Cloud, the Sym- 
phat, bol of his peculiar Preſence. 

For As we here find the Levites ſtand- 
d re- ing (according to the Law before 
.eve- given them) to ſing Praiſes to God. 


SO 2 Chron. VII. 6. upon the like Per- 


ft, 1 1 | for- 


38 The Devout Pſalmodi ft. 


formance of the Levites, with Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick of the Lord, which 
David the King had made to praiſe the 
Lord, all the People are expreſly 
ſaid to obſerve the ſame Reverent Po- 
ſture; and all Iſrael ftood, to join in 
the ſolemn Praiſes of God. We 
have alſo, 2 Chron. XX. 18, 19. the 
ſeveral Geſtures of Prayer and Praiſe 
expreſly diſtinguiſhed, and apply'd 
to their reſpective Parts of Divine 
Worſhip. Firſt, they humbled 
themſelves before God, and pray'd 
(either kneeling, or proſtrate on the 


Ground) for 'tis ſaid, All Judah and 


the Inhabitants of Feruſalem fell be- 
fore the Lord, worſhipping the Lord. 


And whenthey come to ſing Praiſes to 
God, the Poſture of their Reverence, 
in this Part of their Service, is there- 


alſo expreſly ſet down: And the Le- 
vites of the Children of the Kohathites, 
and of the Children of the Korhites, 
ſtood up to praiſe the Lord God of 
Iſrael, with a loud Voice on high. 

So again upon Hezekiah's Refor- 
mation, and reſtoring the Purity 


of God's Worſhip in the Temple, 


2 Chron. XXIX. according to the In- 


ſtitution of King David beforemen- 
tioned; 


the Inſtru 
Song of the Lord. And they ſung Prui- 
ſes with Gladneſs, and bow'd their 
Heads and worſhipped : And Ver. 35. 
as a Teſtimony of the Approbation 
of the Holy 
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tioned; The Levites did ſtand with 
ments of David,— to ſing the 


pirit of God; it is 
added: So the Service of the Fouſe of 


the Lord was ſet in Order. 


The ſame Rule and Order of King 
David, was reſtor'd at the building 


of the Second Temple after the Cap- 
tivity, Nehem. XII. 46. compar'd 


with Chap. IX. 5. where, after the 
had upon a ſolemn Occaſion confe 
fed their Sins, and pray'd, the Le- 
vites call aloud unto the People, (in- 
ſtructing them how to demean them- 
ſelves in this other Part of the ſo- 
lemn Worſhip) ſaying, STAND up 
and bleſs the Lord your God for ever 
and ever. 

Theſe Inſtances are abundantly 
ſufficient to ſhew, the ſpecial Geſture 
of Reverence, appointed and uſed 
in ſinging Pſalms in the Church of 
God, under the Old Teſtament. 

Standing indeed has becn ever ac- 
counted a Geſture of expreſſing Ho- 

nour 
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nour and Reverence. So in Job. XXIX. 
7, 8. When I went out to the Gate, and 
when I prepar'd my Seat; the Aged a- 
roſe, and ſtood up. And when the Lord ſpec 
-rebukes his People for treating Him © E 
'with leſs Reverence, than they 
would do a mortal Prince, Mal. I. 9. 
ſaying, Offer it now to thy Governour, Re) 
will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept 
y Perſon? (the Application is very 
obvious to the Cafe in Hand) he © a 
{þ plainly teaches us, that the cuſto- 
i mary Expreſſions and Forms of Re- 4 © n 
3 verence that are uſed in a Nation, Þ © T 
to do civil Honour and Reſpect to © d 


. ] | 
5 our Superiors, are alſo to be us'd to © Z 
ö -expreſs our Honour and Reverencſe © E 

to his Divine Majeſty. 11 


Tbis Reverent Poſture of ſtauding PP 
at ſinging Praiſes to God, has uni- Con 
verſally obtained in all Ages of the hol, 
Church. St. Baſil, -deſcribing the the 
| Practice of the Church of Neocæſa- 
5 | rea, in 3 2 The like 
| People riſing from Prayer, ſtand up to 
fen Pal And in the — 2 | (bei 
adds, That f this Cuſtom was conſonant | us: d 
and 3 


——— 


+ Ep. 63. ad Cler, Neccaſ. 1 
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and agreeable to all the Churches of 
God. | | 
A Poſture very ſuitable, with Re- 
ſpe& to the Action it ſelf. * The 
« Erection of the Body, fitly ex- 
« preſſing the lifting up of the 
« Heart in Joy: Whence it is, that 
Rejoicing in Scripture is calPd, the 
_ * of the Head. So then, 
« Joy being a lifting up of the Soul, 
« and Praiſe and Thankſgiving be- 
ce ing Effects of Joy, cannot be 
« more fitly expreſſed, than by E- 
cc rection and Lifting up of the Bo- 
« dy, ſtanding in the Courts of the 
« Lord, when we ſing Praiſes: unto 
« Him. + 2 air. 
This Poſture of Reverence was 
appointed by holy David, under the 
Conduct and Inſpiration of the ſame 
holy Spirit, by which he compoſed 
the Pſalms; and the ſame Pſalms 
being ſtill uſed, Why ſhould not the 
like Reverence be obſerved, by us; 
which he, by the Spirit of God, 
(being a Prophet) 'appointed to be 
us'd with them? Tis 


r Biſhop Sparrow Rational, p. 45. 
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'Tis very abſurd to ſay, that this | 


is aboliſh'd, as a Part of the Cere- 


monial Law of the Old Teſtament. * 


For this was appointed many Hun- 


dred Vears after the Law was given; 


neither was it a Shadow of any 
Thing to come, nor any way typical 
of Chriſt, nor inherent to any Sa- 


crament or Sacrifice of the Law; + 
and fo no Way aboliſhed by the 
Coming of Chriſt, the Antitype and 
* Heavy 
mony 

we {hc 
do the 
form 


Subſtance of the Levitical Sacrifices, 
nor to expire with the Fewiſh Wor- 
ſhip ; but a proper Geſture, and In- 
ſtitution of Reverence, to attend the 


Duty of ſolemn Praiſe to God in the 


Chriſtian Church. Which. brings 


24h, To the Second Inquiry, viz.. 


this we find to be the ſame which 
was appointed and usd in the 
Church of God under the Old. 


For 
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For 


of th 
Multi 


ber, t 


before 
Voice, 
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9, 10 


If 
know 


ſtand 


23 pheti 
3 Chur 
of th 
What Poſture of Reverence is pro- 
pog'd for our Example, under the © 
New Teſtament, in ſinging Praiſes ing 
to God, by the Practice of the holy ' 
Angels in the heavenly Quire. And 
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For in St. John sViſion of the Increaſe 
of the Chriſtian Church, to ſo great a 
Multitude which no Man could num- 
her, they are all repreſented Sranding 


before the Throne of God, with 4 loud 


Voice, praiſing God, and ſaying, Sal- 


vation to our God, who ſitteth upon the 


AW, | 


the 
Z know and do the Will of God in 


and 
ices, 
Vor- 
| In» 
| the 
the 
ings 


VIL.. 
pro- 

the 
zi ſes 


1oly- 4 
the whole Earth is full of his Glory, 
Isa. VI. 1, 2, 3. 


And 
nich 
the 


For 


Throne, and to the Lamb, Revel. VII. 


9, 10. 
If the holy Angels are allow'd to 


Heaven, then here we have a Teſti» 


mony of the Divine Will; and that 


wwe ſhould both join in ſinging Praiſes 
to the Glory of God, and alſo per- 


form it in the reverent Poſture of 


7 ftanding, as repreſented in that pro- 


Viſion of the Chriſtian 


Church. So in the Viſion Iſaiah faw 


of the Lord in his Glory, ſitting on 4 
3 Throne high and lifted up, he ſaw the 
7 glorious Seraphims ſtanding and praif- 


ing God, and crying one to another; 


Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hoſts, 


As it is the continual Employ- 


| ment of the bleſſed Angels in Hea- 
ren, to be ever praiſing and glori- 


fying 


44 The Devout Pſalmodi t. 


preſentations and Viſions of their 


heavenly Worſhip and Service, they 
conſtantly appear in uniform and 


ſuitable Geſtures of Reverence. 


Accordingly St. John again in a- 
nother Viſion of the heavenly Quire, 
repreſenting the Chriſtian Church, 
worſhipping in the ſame Poſture of 
Reverence, STANDING, and ſing- 


þ 
fying God; ſo in the various Re- 


4 
S's 


God, and the Song of the Lamb; ſaying, - 


Great and Marvellous are thy Works, 


Lord God Almighty; juſt and true are 
thy Ways, Thou King of. Saints. 


21415 Name f Rev. XV. 3, 4. 


Thus the Angek of God in Hea- 
ven (as the Learned Commentators 
obſerve) uſe Geſtures. of Worſhip, |: 
according to their Nature; where- 


by they teſtify and expreſs their Re- 
verence. to God, and acknowledge 


— 


* 


the infinite Diſtance between God | 


and themſelves. And tho', as be- 
ing ſpiritual Subſtances, they are in- 


viſible to us; yet when it pleaſes 


God, by ſpecial Diſpenſation, to 


* 


Who * 
ſhall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glo- 


. 


. 
In a- 


Wire, 
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Ire of 


is Re- 
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7 they 1 
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repreſent them, and their Devoti- 
ons, viſible to mortal Eyes, and in 
humane Forms; they are made to 
appear in ſuch a, Poſture of Reve- 
renee, as is ſuitable to humane Na- 
ture; (and doubtleſs correſpondent 
to their own) ſtanding, and ſinging 
Praiſes before the Throne of God ; 
as a Pattern, held forth, and pro- 
poſed 'for our Example and Imita- 
tion. 8 i 

From whence it is very obvious 
to infer, 


 3dly, The Obligation and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of our Conformity to 


thoſe Authentick Examples. The 


Uſage of the Church of God in ho- 
ly Scripture, confirmed by the Pra- 
ctice of the Church triumphant in 
Heaven, is a plain Indication of the 
divine Will, and a Direction for 
the Manner and Poſture of our Re- 
verence, in the ſame Duty of ſinging 
Praiſes to God. 6 5 

The holy Angels, who dwell in 
thoſe Regions of Light and Immor- 
tality, and are int, Ferro 


\ 
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the Throne of the moſt High, know © 
the Will of God ſo perfectly, and 
do it ſo naturally, that holy David 
| ſets it out in Variety of Phraſe, i 
with great Elegancy, Pſal. CIII. Ye 
Angels of hit; that fulfil his Com- 
mandments, and hearken to the Voice © 
of bis Words : Ie Servants of 
his, that do his Pleaſure. 4 
They know that infirflte Diſtance * 
between the infinite God and them. - 
ſelves, tho' very excellent and glo- 
rious, yet finite Creatures; and 
therefore adore him with the moſt 
awful Reverence; for tho” the An- 
gels are nearer unto God in Perfecti- 
on of Nature than Men; yet till 
the Diſtance between them is infi- 
nite; as it is alſo between God and 
Men. But they ſee their Diſtance | 
more perfectly, and ſee more of the | 
glorious Perfections of God, than | 
Men do; and the more they ſee of 
Him, the more they adore and re- 
verence his divine Majeſty ; and are 
the more humble in worſhipping |: 
before his Throne; becauſe they ſee 
the Greatneſs of their Diſtance. | 


What 
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What they ſee in the Original, 


we may ſee plainly enough in the 
2 Tranſcript, and Record of the di- 


vine Will, the holy Scriptures; 


which ſufficiently inſtruct us, with 


2 what Reverence we ought to come 


before him, in all Acts of Divine 


, — — ODIN * 

e * a . - $ > - „ . 
b- 4 A 1 , * 8 F 1 1 
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Worſhip. 

Conſider alſo, That the holy An- 
gels, which are preſent with us in 
our Congregations, and join their 
Devotions with ours, do undoubt- 
edly uſe the like Reverence, that 
they do immediately before the 
Throne of God ia Heaven. For it 
is probable, as Origen obſerves, up- 
on mentioning thoſe Words of the 
Pſalmiſt; The Angel of the Lord in- 
campeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them. That when 
the ſaithful Servants of God are aſ- 
ſembled together in his Church, 

ir Guardian-Angels are there 
preſent with them, ſo as to make a 
double Church, one of Men, and a- 
nother of Angels. To which the 
holy Pſalmiſt has Reſpect, when he 
ſays, Pſal. CXXXVIII. 1. I will praiſe 
thee, O Lord, with my whole Heart : 
Be- 
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"4 Before the Gods will 1 ſing Praiſe unto en 
1 Thee; that is, * In the publick Aſ- | U 
cc ſembly, in the Preſence of thy , > 


* holy Angels which attend there, » l l 
the Witneſſes of our Performan- nde 
ce ces, and Aſſiſtants and Partners ho 
ce of our Praiſes; as Dr. Hammond me 
and Dr. Nichols paraphraſe the Sera) 
Words. | Ang! 
Ky * Paul alſo argues from the ſame Ang 
Topick, for Decency in the Church, Fas 1 
becauſe of the Angels, 1 Cor. XI. 10. J man 
And St. Chry ſoſtom taking Notice twee 
of the irreverent Behaviour of ſome pere 
in the Church, reproves em with 1g th 
this Argument: Knoweſt thou not, is © 
that thou ſtandeſt with the Angels: þ exPet 
thou ſingeſt with them, thou praiſeſt | ſort, 
God with them, and ſtandeſt thou laugh- for 
ing? + How irreverent then, and in- hrs. 
decent is it, in Reſpect both to the 4 
Duty we are about, and thoſe glo- ledge 
-rious Spirits that are preſent, and wich 
Join with us in our ſolemn Praiſes I ord 
of God, for us to ſit, when they | Law 
ſtand, ¶ whe! 

Ae n more 
Wen ek Patte 


+ 24 Hom: 48. Apoſt. 
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ſtand, or uſe a Reverence correſpon- 
dent to it! 

Upon which Conſi deration, the 
holy Father laſt mentioned, admir'd 
that any ſhould behave themſelves 
rudely or irreverently in the Church, 
who are admitted there to ſing the 
ſame Hymn with Cherubims and 
Seraphims, with Angels and Arch- 
Angels. 

Nor are the Angels of Heaven ſo 
far ſeyer'd from us in their kind and 
manner of Worſhi IP but that, be- 
tween the Law of their heavenly 
Devotions, and of Men on Earth, 
in this our State of Mortality, there 
is ſuch Correſpondence as makes it 
expedient for us to know, in ſome 
fort, the Manner of their Worſhip, 
for the * more perfect Direction of 
ours. 

Would the holy Ahgels acknow- 
ledge themſelves . Fejlow-Servauts 
wich Men ? but that both having one 
Jord, there muſt be ſome Kind ot 
Law, which is common to both, 
whereunto- their Obedience, being 
more perfect, is the beſt Rule and 
Pattern for ours. 

HI ©2:3p 


Or 


— — — — 
—— — 


— > 


— 


50 The Devoat P/almodift. 


Or would the Apoſtles, ſpeaking | 
of that which belongeth to Saints, 
as they are link'd together in the |? 
Bond of ſpiritual Society, (Eph. III. 


10. 1 Tim. V. 21. 1 Pet. I. 12.) ſo 


often make mention how Angels are 1 
delighted therewith; if, in Things 
publickly done in the Church, we 
are not to have ſome Reſpect to 


— 


what the Angels of Heaven do? Or, 


Would our Bleſſed Lord have taught 
us to pray for, if it had not been 
our Duty to practiſe, a Conformit 
to their holy Examples? To whom, 
as St. Paul ſigniſies, 1 Cor. XI. jo. 
there is ſome Regard to be had, 
even about the outward Orders of 


the Church, which ſerve for Decen- | 
cy in Divine Worſhip; who like us 
beſt, when we are moſt like them, 


| 


" 
* 


in all Parts of decent and. reyerent | 


Behaviour. 


So that the Law of Angels in 


Heaven, may well be allow'd to re- 
gulate the Worſhip of the Church 
of God on Earth; for they are not 
Two Churches, only Two Parts of the 
ſame Church; the one Triumphar: 
in Heaven, the other Militant on 


Earth; 


* 


eaking 
Saints, 
in the 
ph. III. 


2.) ſo 


els are 
Things | Par 
h, we Church, whoſe Worſhip 1s pureſt, 
ect to 5 
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routy 
hom, 
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Earth; and they have both the ſame 
Head and King. 

Nor is it to be doubted, but that 
the Worſhip which the holy Angels 
perform, is very pure, and accord- 
iag to the Will of God; and they, 


51 


being Members of that Part of the 


and who more perfectly know the 
Will of God, are, in all Reaſon, to 


and the Rule of our Worſhip. Their 
conſtant and uniform Practice, is 
ſurely the beſt Comment on my 
Text; which, if duly obſerved, 
would make the Church look like a 
Quire of Angels. The Apoſtle tells 
us, That whatſoever was written afore- 
time, was written for our Learning, 
Rom. XV. 4. And what are we to 
learn from all that has been written 


Men on Earth, in ſinging Praiſes to 
God ? but to imitate thoſe excellent 
Patterns in ſinging Praiſes with the 
like Reverence: And then ſurely 
are the publick Duties of Religion 
beſt order'd, when the Worſhip of 

C 2 God 
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God, in the Church militant, reſem. 
bjes, the Devotions of the Church 
(gumphartt. oO. 
This condemns that inadvertent 
end irreverent Practice of fitting at 
the ſinging of Pſalms. — 


The Purport and End of all ſolemn 
Divine Worſhip, requires an external 


de verence, to expreſs t! Honour 
and: Homage we deſign to pay unto 
God thereby: Now «the, uſital' Ge- 
ſtures of Honour and Reverence to 
God, mentioned in_the holy Scri- 
prures, are .kyeelins and, ſanding ; 
kneeling.is generally appropriated to 
Prayer, and ſtapding to Praiſe, , as 
appears from” the foxecited Te- 
ſtimonies. For Pfalms of Praiſe, 
ſung to the Honour and Glory ot 
God, being an eminent. Part of Di- 
ving Worſhip, conſequently require 
4 proper Poſture of Wormip and 
Reverence. | 8 

_ Sating is indeed a Geſture too fre: 
and familiar to pretend Adoration 
or Worſhip. The Revelation ot 


God's Will in his holy Word, is to 
guide and direct us in his Worſhip : 
which will not allow us to uſe ſuch 
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Geſtures in his ſolemn Worſhip, as 
are Signs of Equality, Familiarity, 
or Contempt, among Men. 

Sitting has been alſo from of Old 
accounted a Geſture of Sorrow and 
Mourning. So Job's Three Friends, 
that came to condole with him, far 
domn with him on the Ground. In 


which Reſpect it is unſuitable to 


the Oſſice of Pſalmody, and ſinging 
Praiſes. Sometimes it denotes Su- 
periority and Sovereignty; ſo in 
the Viſion of Iſaiah beforementioned, 
The Lord of Glory ſat upon his 
Throne; but the holy Angels ſtood, 
and ſang Praiſes to his Divine Ma- 
jeſty. They therefore that 1 at the 
Time when others are ſtanding with 
Reverence, to celebrate and ſing the 
Praiſes of God, are ſo unlike to de- 
vout Worſhippers, that it rather 
looks as if they ſat in Church to ri- 
val God on his Throne of Glory, 
and to receive the Adorations and 
Reverences of the reſt of the Con- 
gregation. 


If all cannot join in the Melody 


of ſinging, they can, and ought to 
| C43 join 


| 
1 
| 
| 


£4 The Devout Pſalmoai#t. 


Join at leaſt in the Devotion and Re- 
verence that attends it. 

God Almighty hath ſo made us, 
that we are apt, and cannot help 
it, to repreſent. our Inward Affecti- 
ons. by outward Expreſſions. And 
here is the Ground in Nature and 
in Reaſon, of all the Rites of external 
Worſhip. For while a Soul and 
Body arc vitally united, they will 
naturally receive mutual Impreſſions 
from each other. If there be there- 
tore any inward Devotion and Re- 
verence in the Mind, we cannot, 
without offering Violence to our Na- 
tires, forbear to expreſs it, by out- 


ward reyerential Signs and Geſtures. 


of Adoration in the folemn Worſhip 
of God. 

So that outward Irreverence 1n 
Divine Worſhip, is an overt-Act 
and Evidence of an indevout and ir- 
reverent Mind; becauſe the inwaid 
Devotion of the Soul, will naturally 
actuate and diſpoſe the Body to a 
ſuitable, external Reverence, where- 
ever it rcally is. The Form of God- 
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nt wherever the Power of true 
Devotion and Godlinefs is in the 


he outward Form and Reverence 
pf the Body. 
A due Conſideration of the diffe- 
rent Uſe of the Pſalms, from other 
| ortions of holy, Scripture, would 
contribute alſo to rectify the Defect 
pf Reverence in this Part of Divine 
Worſhip. For the Pſalms ought to 
be diſtinguiſned from thoſe porti- 
pus of Scripture, which we read 
Hor your Inſtruction and Increaſe in 
ſpiritual Knowledge, whilſt you ſit 
ind ſilently attend; 
{ fe of the Pſalms, and all the Hymns 
* Praiſe, belongs to the whole 
0 ongregation, every Perſon being 
Int filently to hear, but to join there- 
in both with Ecart and Voice, and 
% make it his own proper Act of 
Worſhip, to God. And fince we 
cad up with Reverence to praiſe 
0d, in the Uſe of one Tranſlation 
r Verſion of the Pſalms, by parity 
of Reaſon, we ſhould do ſo in the 
ther. 


To 


Heart, it will naturally appear in 


whereas the 
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To conclude; Let all Sluggiſhneſs 
and Irreverence be for ever baniſh'd 


from the ſolemn Worſhip of God, | 
with all Prejudice and Obſtinacy; Þ 


and let us act like Men truly con- 


vinced of the former Heads, and the F 


Obligations that lie upon us, with 
Regard to them. 

Tis incident and common to hu- 
mane Nature, to err; but to perſiſt 
in an Error, after Conviction, is im- 
pious and diabolical. 

The moſt pious and devont Perſon 
is liable to Miſtake and Inadverten- 
cy; but upon the firſt Diſcovery of 
his Error, every ſincere and good 


form. : 


is the moſt heavenly Part of Divine 
Service, and a Duty of the greateſt 
Importance. It highly concerns us 
therefore, that we rightly perform 
this heavenly Exerciſe; and ſince it 
hath pleaſed Almighty God, to give 
us ſuch plain Directions, relating to 
it, in his holy Word; It behoves us 
to expreſs a due Regard and Confor- 
mity thereunto, as the infallible De- 

Cla- 
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claration of his Will, and the ſafeſt 
Guide in his Worſhip. 

Since the Church of God, in all 
Ages, hath uſed this reverent Po- 
ſture of ſtanding in ſinging Praiſes to 
God ; and the Almighty hath figni- 
ned his divine Will and Approbati- 


xerfſilt Þ on thereof, in the Appointment and. 


um- Old Teſtament ; and under the New, 


in that prophetick Viſion of the in- 


Practice of the Church, under the 


numerable Multitude of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, repreſented to St. John, 
Revel. VII. 9, 10. they appear d all 


Fer fanding, and praiſing God : 1s it not 
ter highly reaſonable we ſhould- con- 
form our Practice to this divinely- 


approv'd Poſture of Reverence, in 


ſinging Praiſes to our great Crea- 
tor? 

And ſince the holy Angels in Eca- 
ren, that ſo perfectly know and 
perform the Divine Will, are ſo 


| often repreſented (for our Example) 


anding, and ſinging Praiſes to God; 
and all that ſhall ever be admitted in- 
to the heavenly Quire, ſhall undoubt- 
elly ſing in the ſame reverent Po- 


ſture : Let us all now perform this 
hea- 
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heavenly Office, according to the 
heavenly Pattern; that God's Will (in 
this, particular Inſtance of our Duty) 
may be done in Earth, as it is in Hea- 
ven. | ; 
Still remembring, that to ſing like 
Angets, | 
I. We muſt all unanimouſly join 
in celebrating the Praiſes of God. 

II. We muſt fing with pious and 
devout Affections, and with due At- 
tention of Mind. 

III. With Harmony and Melody, 


to the beſt of our Power. 


IV. As with inward Devotion of 
Mind, ſo with outward Reverence 
of the Body. 

Finally, Let us be ſure, that our 
outward Reverence proceed from 
an inward and awful Veneration of 
the Glorious Majeſty of God. Let 
the Erection of our Bodies be a ſin- 
cere Expreſſion of the Elevation, or 
lifting up our Souls to God, and of 
the inward Reverence of our Hearts. 
Let us always compoſe our ſelves 
for Divine Worſhip, with the moſt 
ſerious Intention of our Souls, and 
apply our ſelves to it with the moſt 

humble, 
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humble, fervent, and devout Affe- 
ctions. For which, let us conſtant- 
ly beg the Divine Aſſiſtance, as our 
moſt excellent Church inſtructs us to 
do, in the Collect for the Thirteenth 
Sunday after Trinay. 


Lmighty and merciful God, of 
wkofe only Gift it cometh, that 
thy faithful People do unto Thee true 
and laudable Service; grant, we be- 
ſeech Thee, that we may ſo faithfully 
ſerve Thee in this Life, that we fail 
ot to attain thy heavenly Pro- 
miſes, thro the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 


T0 whom, Cc. 


Kors Sold, " 1 N in * 
| lome w. -Ciole near Weſt-Smithfie; gd. 


Fa heb” Toffradtion for thoſe. who hay 
Af learnt the Church Catechiſm. M herein, þ 
an ERxplanatiom of the Feitivals and Faſts of ih 
Church of England, Chactians are reminded an 
fix d in the Profeſſion of the Articles of tl 
Apoſtles Creęd. 

A New Method of Gatechizing, by way of Que 
ſons upon the Church Ca tœchi in; Lotecher wit 
Dire& ions all ang ſor inc ulcating into Childr: 
the Fundamental Principles of Narr therel 
contain d. 

The Church Catechiſin broke. into ſhort Que 
Mons, With an Explanation of ſome, Words, fe 
the cui Underftanding of it: Tb Which ar 
added; Prayers fort the Charity- Schools. 

A Short Carechiſin, explaining the Subſtance 
the Cirriſtian Religion. Suited to the Underſtane 
ing of Children, and the meaneſt Capacities, 

The Church Catechiſm Explain'd, by way « 
Queition and Anſwer ; and Confirm'd by Scrip 
ture Prooſs: Divided into Five Parts, and Twely 
Sections, Wherein a brief and plan Accoun 
is given of, I. The Chriſtian Covenant. II. Th 
Chrittian Faith. III. The Chriſtian Obedienc 
IV. The Chriſtian Prayer. V. The Chriſtian 8 
craments- The Fifth Edition, By F. Lewis Min! 
iter of Varg ret in Kent, 

The Chfiſtian s W ay 10 Heaten: Or what h 
mult do to be Gy «de S + 

The Young-man's Inſtructor: Or ſome Dired 
ons for his whole Behaviour. For the Ute of t 
Charity- Schools. 1 ö 
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